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subscription required.It's exciting. And I like what it means for a State Board of Education candidate to have actually found a
home. My dad grew up in the city in a tough area, and as a child he often walked to the base of the new Convention Center in
Miami to watch older kids chasing the grayish people, some in the ice and others on rollerblades on the Tarmac. Sometimes they
all went down to the basement of the convention center and saw an exhibition of the Corvette. One of my mom's best childhood
friends from Miami grew up on Krome Avenue. It was a good life. You weren't hungry, you got a job, you could stay. My
friend's family now live in a house on Krome Avenue, above the palmetto fields and between the fields that are now pastures. A
few years ago, in her twenties, my mom went to visit, and her friend told her that she was pregnant. To connect the dots and
understand why there is a picture of her toddler son on your Facebook feed, I imagine that she has met a more recent version of
my friend's husband, and together they have been to the Convention Center, and seen a demonstration of the latest Corvette. At
the State Board of Education candidate forum, all I could think about was the fact that my friend had said that she would leave
the candidates some of her grandchildren in exchange for a good grade. That is something we have never had to do, but now it's
an understandable exchange. The last time I was in downtown Miami, I drove past a bad section of Krome Avenue, where
broken telephone poles stood in the middle of a park. I knew it was a bad place for a few reasons. I knew it looked, as I'm sure
you have heard, like the international airport, and that a lot of the places where I grew up were also like the international airport.
I knew that the sidewalk was cracked. For the last ten years, I have taught at Florida Memorial University, a great, diverse
institution that encourages learning. My daughter attends FSU, and we are both proud of the opportunities she has had to build a
life. My mother, younger than I am, and probably in her late fifties, graduated from FSU in 1972. I had the
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